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MIDRANGE INDUSTRY BRIEFING PAPER





The MidRange Procurement Procedures are designed to streamline acquisitions that are greater than the simplified acquisition threshold and not more $2,000,000 in basic value (not more than $10,000,000 with options)  and for "commercial items" (FAR Part 12) not more than $25,000,000 including options.  The MidRange Program reduces transaction costs and labor resources, for both government and industry, involved in the the acquisition process for "middle range" procurements - those between $25,001 and $500,000acquisition process.  The procedures were approved by the Office of Federal Procurement Policy on April 16, 1993, to be tested by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). George C. Marshall Space Flight Center (MSFC) was selected as the test site.  The goal of MidRange is to greatly reduce the amount of time, effort and paperwork in processing MidRange procurements.





Background:  One of the most frequently asked procurement questions is:  "Why do procurements for $2550,001 take as long as those for $10,000,000?  In answering this question, it was found that current regulations and procedures require procurements ranging from $25,001 to $550,001 to $2,000,000 to be processed in the same manner as multi-million dollar procurements.  At NASA, approximately 80% of all contract actions fall between $25,001 and $550,001 and $2,000,000, while accounting for approximately 11% of the contract dollars.  Since procurements in this dollar range have been taking as long as the multi-million dollar procurements, the agency determined that a new procedure was needed to reduce the time, effort, and paperwork involved in processing procurements falling in the "middle range."  Hence, the MidRange concept evolved and was developed into a procedure designed specifically for what is now called MidRange procurements.





Major Changes Under MidRange:


�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h��	MidRange procurements reserved exclusively for small business concerns, unless no reasonable expectation of receiving offers from two or more responsible small businesses.


�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h��	Use of streamlined, shorter, more focused solicitations and contracts.  Provisions and clauses are incorporated by reference to the maximum extent possible.  Content and format of offer is the minimum required and page limitations are used, reducing offeror preparation time.  Representations and Certifications are required from the successful offeror.  Offerors instructed to submit offers on a model contract attached to solicitation.  Facsimile offers are normally authorized.


�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h��	Use of a buying team consisting of one technical and one procurement member given the  authority to conduct the procurement.


�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h��	Use of area evaluation factors and highly structured scoring eliminated.  Instead Best Value Selection (BVS) is used, which seeks to select an offer based on the best combination of price and qualitative merit.  Cost and technical considerations are equal in importance.  Value characteristics establish what the Government considers valuable in an offer and serve as discriminators among offers.


�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h��	Discussions are conducted on an informal basis over the telephone and/or facsimile.





Electronic Commerce:  The Electronic Commerce (EC) system has been developed for MidRange and allows for the electronic viewing and transmittal of presolicitation notices, solicitations, solicitation amendments, and notification of award for subcontracting opportunities and awards subject to the Trade Agreements Act.  Through the use of Internet/E-�symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h��	Federal Acquisition Streamlining Act (FASA) authorized the waiver of synopsis in the Commerce Business Daily (CDB) for MidRange procurements up to $500K.





NASA Acquisition Internet Service (NAIS):  The NAIS is a World-Wide Web service, through which industry has immediate access to current acquisition information over the Internet.  The NAIS is a collection of on-line servers operated at each NASA field installations, and all are interconnected to ease the vendor’s access to all NASA acquisitions.  Synopses, solicitations, award notices, acquisition forecasts, regulations, small business assistance are available over the Internet.  As of October 1, 1995, the Internet is the only source of MidRange acquisitions for synopses and solicitations (valued up to $500K).  Now that industry has immediate access to NASA’s synopses and solicitations, NASA will shrink the current waiting periods.   Instead of taking 45 days, or more, to advertise requirements and solicit offers, NASA plans to receive offers on many of its MidRange acquisitions in as little as 15 days after posting the advance notice.  NAIS will be used to maximum extent to disseminate advance procurement information and transact MidRange procurement.  Through the use of Internet/E-mail the capability for communication (e.g., questions, clarifications, notification of finalists, discussions, notification of successful offerors, and selection statements) between NASA/MSFC and offerors is provided. NASA is currently awaiting Congressional approval to waive the Commerce Business Daily (CBD) synopsis requirements.  The MidRange EC system would replace the CBD synopsis requirement and reduce the current statutory offeror response time to no less than 15 days, with no waiting period for solicitation release after transmittal of the presolicitation notice.  Until such time the EC system is fully implemented, all references to the NASA Acquisition Bulletin Board (NABB) in the MidRange Procurement Procedures shall be disregarded and a dual system will be utilized with continued compliance with FAR requirements for offeror response time.   The Uniform Resource Locator (URL), or Internet destination, for the NAIS home page is:  http://procurement.nasa.gov.





Procedures:  A copy of the MidRange Procurement Procedures may be obtained from the contract specialist identified in the attached solicitation document or by downloading from the Internet.  The URL is :  http://procure.msfc.nasa.gov/midrange/otherdoc/procedur.html.


