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NOTE TO CONTRACT SPECIALISTS: USE THIS FORMAT ONLY FOR COMMERCIAL ITEMS ABOVE $5M.  USE SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION FORMAT FOR COMMERCIAL ITEMS $100K--$5M UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF FAR 13.5 TEST PROGRAM FOR SIMPLIFIED PROCEDURES FOR CERTAIN COMMERCIAL ITEMS. 
     NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

      COMMERCIAL ITEMS REQUEST FOR OFFER NO. 8-

            ISSUED:  __/__/__      CLOSES:  __/__/__
1. Solicitation type:  [_] Sealed Offer  [X] Negotiated  [_] BVS

2. ISSUING OFFICE:

   National Aeronautics and Space Administration

   Procurement Office, Code PS__-_

   George C. Marshall Space Flight Center

   Marshall Space Flight Center, AL  35812

3. SUBMIT OFFERS TO:

   Mail:  Issuing Office

   Fax:   256-544-____
   Handcarry:  Bldg 420_, Room ____
   Marshall Space Flight Ctr, AL

   E-mail/Internet:  Not currently authorized

4. FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

   PS__-_/[contract specialist name]
   Phone:  256-544-____
   Fax:  Listed above

   E-mail/Internet:  firstname.lastname@msfc.nasa.gov

5. REQUIREMENT DESCRIPTION: Specified in attached model contract.

- THIS PROCUREMENT IS A 100% SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE.

  SIC Code:  ____   Size Standard:  ____________________
**TECHNICAL QUESTIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN _________.

6. INSTRUCTIONS FOR OFFERORS: Offers shall be submitted on the 

   attached model contract in triplicate (THREE ORIGINAL 

   SIGNATURES - fill in as indicated) and shall include the 

   information required by FAR 52.212-1.  Only the required 

   MINIMUM amount of information is requested to provide for 

   proper evaluation.  Efforts should be made to keep offers as 

   BRIEF as possible, concentrating on substantive information 

   essential for a proper evaluation. [  ] copies of the 

   requested information shall be submitted and shall not exceed 

   [  ] pages, EXCLUDING the THREE (3) ORIGINAL SIGNED COPIES of 

   the MODEL CONTRACT. Offers shall include the offeror’s 

   facsimile number and e:mail address(es).  Facsimile offers are 

   authorized; however, the Government shall not assume 

   responsibility for proper transmission.  FACSIMILE OFFERS 

   SHALL BE FOLLOWED BY THE ORIGINALS IN THE MAIL (includes the 

   model contract and any requested information).

- FAR 52.212-3 Offeror Representations and Certifications  - 

  Commercial Items (Oct 1999) shall be required from the 

  successful offeror prior to award.

CAUTION TO OFFERORS:  READ CAREFULLY.  THIS EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROCESS UTILIZES THE MIDRANGE PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES.
7.  52.212-2  Evaluation -- Commercial Items (Jan 1999)

   (a) The Government will award a contract resulting from this solicitation to the responsible offeror whose offer conforming to the solicitation will be most advantageous to the Government, price and other factors considered.  The following factors shall be used to evaluate offers:

[Contracting Officer shall insert the significant evaluation factors, such as (i) technical capability of the item offered to meet the Government requirement; (ii) price: (iii) past performance (see FAR 15.304); (iv) small disadvantaged business participation; and include them in the relative order of importance of the evaluation factors, such as in descending order of importance.]
Technical and past performance, when combined, are _____________

[Contracting Officer state, in accordance with FAR 15.304, the relative importance of all other evaluation factors, when combined, when compared to price.] 
   (b) Options.  The Government will evaluate offers for award purposes by adding the total price for all options to the total price for the basic requirement.  The Government may determine that an offer is unacceptable if the option prices are significantly unbalanced.  Evaluation of options shall not obligate the Government to exercise the option(s).

   (c) A written notice of award or acceptance of an offer, mailed or otherwise furnished to the successful offeror within the time for acceptance specified in the offer, shall result in a binding contract without further action by either party.  Before the offer’s specified expiration time, the Government may accept an offer (or part of an offer), whether or not there are negotiations after its receipt, unless a written notice of withdrawal is received before award.

[OR]

7. COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATED PROCUREMENT NOT USING QUALITATIVE 

   CRITERIA

This solicitation may provide for discussion of all aspects of the offer but award is based on the technically acceptable offer having the lowest price (if fixed price) or the lowest most probable cost (if cost reimbursable).  This method of procurement is used when qualitative factors are not material in the award decision, but it is important to assure that technical offers and contract terms are fully compliant with the Government's needs.  This method permits direct discussion of price with offerors and is particularly appropriate when different approaches can be offered to satisfy the Government's need.

The Government will evaluate offers in three general steps:

Step One -- An initial evaluation will be performed to determine if all required information has been provided and the offeror has made a reasonable attempt to meet the requirements of the solicitation and the specification/statement of work in the attached model contract.  Offerors may be contacted only for clarification purposes during the initial evaluation.  Offerors determined not to be acceptable shall be notified of their rejection and the reasons therefor and excluded from further consideration.

Step Two -- After initial evaluation, offers which are deemed to be acceptable or reasonably susceptible to being made so undergo technical and price evaluation.  If an offer does not meet the requirements but is reasonably susceptible to being made acceptable, the Government may enter into discussions to request the offeror to submit additional clarifying or supplementing information to make an offer acceptable.  Such discussions are not required if there are sufficient acceptable offers to ensure adequate price competition, and if further time, effort and delay to make additional offers acceptable and thereby increase competition would not be in the Government's interest.

Step Three -- Based on the technical and price evaluation, the Government has the option, depending on the specific circumstances of the offers received, to utilize one of the following methods:  (1) make selection and award without discussions; or (2) after discussions with all finalists, afford each offeror an opportunity to revise its offer, and then make selection.

[OR]

7. COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATED PROCUREMENT USING QUALITATIVE CRITERIA

This procurement shall be conducted utilizing Best Value Selection (BVS), which seeks to select an offer based on the best combination of price and qualitative merit (including past performance) of the offers submitted and reduce the administrative burden on the offerors and the Government.  BVS takes advantage of the lower complexity of MidRange procurements and predefines the value characteristics which will serve as the discriminators among offers.

BVS evaluation is based on the premise that, if all offers are of approximately equal qualitative merit, award will be made to the offeror with the lowest evaluated price (fixed-price contracts) or the lowest most probable cost (cost type contracts).  However, the Government will consider awarding to an offeror with higher qualitative merit if the difference in price is commensurate with added value.  Conversely, the Government will consider making award to an offeror whose offer has lower qualitative merit if the price (or cost) differential between it and other offers warrant doing so.

The specifications/statement of work included in the attached model contract serves as the Government's baseline requirements.  The following value characteristics establish what the Government considers to be valuable in an offer.  These value characteristics are performance based and permit selection of the offer which provides better results for a reasonable marginal increase in price.  All offers will be judged against these value characteristics.  Cost and technical (including past performance) will be considered equal in importance and will not be assigned weights.  On those value characteristics the offeror chooses to provide, adequate information should be submitted to permit proper evaluation.

The following value characteristics are applicable to this procurement:

[value characteristics may be specific or general in nature.  none of the value characteristics are weighted.]

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

The Government will evaluate offers in two general steps:

Step One -- An initial evaluation will be performed to determine if all required information has been provided and the offeror has made a reasonable attempt to present an acceptable offer.  Offerors may be contacted only for clarification purposes during the initial evaluation.  Offerors determined not to be acceptable shall be notified of their rejection and the reasons therefor and excluded from further consideration.

Step Two -- All acceptable offers will be evaluated against the specifications/statement of work in the model contract attached to this solicitation and the value characteristics listed above.  Based on this evaluation, the Government has the option, depending on the specific circumstances of the offers received, to utilize one of the following methods:  (1) Make selection and award without discussions; or (2) after discussions with all finalists, afford each offeror an opportunity to revise its offer, and then make selection.

8. REQUIRED INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED BY OFFEROR

Offerors shall submit THREE (3) ORIGINAL SIGNED COPIES of the attached MODEL CONTRACT filled in as indicated (bindings are not permitted).  In addition, the following information is required.

   A.  If other than the brand name identified in the attached model contract is offered, then the offeror shall provide a description (including manufacturer, brand, and model no.) in sufficient detail to show that the product or service offered meets the specifications included in the attached model contract.  [DELETE IF PROCUREMENT IS NOT BRAND NAME OR EQUAL]
[OR]

   A.  The offeror shall provide a description (including manufacturer, brand, and model no.) in sufficient detail to show that the product or service offered meets the specifications included in the attached model contract.

   B.  If end products offered are other than domestic end products as defined in the clause entitled "Buy American Act -- Supplies," the offeror shall so state and shall list the country of origin.

   C.  The offeror shall provide evidence of an established catalog or market price which may be an excerpt from a catalog, price list, schedule, or other verifiable and established record.  Reference FAR 52.215-20.  [DELETE IF THIS IS A COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT]
   D.  The offeror shall provide information on no more than [#] relevant past contracts with the Government, listing contract number, contract value, agency name and point of contact (including address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-mail address, if available), what the contract was for, and status of the contract (current, terminated (if so, why), successfully completed).  Offerors with no previous Government contracts shall so state.  Such offerors will not be penalized for lack of Government contracting experience. [DELETE IF USING NONBVS EVALUATION]
Only the required MINIMUM amount of information is requested to provide for proper evaluation.  Efforts should be made to keep offers as BRIEF as possible, concentrating on substantive information essential for a proper evaluation.

Requested information shall not exceed [  ] pages, EXCLUDING the THREE (3) ORIGINAL SIGNED COPIES of the MODEL CONTRACT.  A page is defined as one side of an 8-1/2" x 11" sheet of paper, with a maximum of 52 lines per page using uncompressed font point sizes of 12 or larger, normal leading (space between lines), and 1-inch margins on all sides.  INFORMATION may be submitted on single- or double-sided sheets, but shall not exceed this page limitation.

[  ] copies of requested INFORMATION shall be submitted along with the THREE (3) ORIGINAL SIGNED COPIES of the attached MODEL CONTRACT.  Bindings are permitted only on the requested information.  Offers shall include the offeror's facsimile number and e-mail address(es).  Facsimile offers are authorized; however, the Government shall not assume responsibility for proper transmission.

FACSIMILE OFFERS SHALL BE FOLLOWED BY THE ORIGINALS IN THE MAIL (includes the model contract and any requested information).

9. SOLICITATION PROVISIONS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 

    (52.252-1)(FEB 1998)

This solicitation incorporates one or more solicitation provisions by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available.  The offeror is cautioned that the listed provisions may include blocks that must be completed by the offeror and submitted with its quotation or offer.  In lieu of submitting the full text of those provisions, the offeror may identify the provision by paragraph identifier and provide the appropriate information with its quotation or offer.  Also, the full text of a solicitation provision may be accessed electronically at this/these address(es):

FAR provisions:  http://www.arnet.gov/far/

NASA FAR Supplement provisions:  

  http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/procurement/regs/nfstoc.htm

MSFC provisions: 

  http://ec.msfc.nasa.gov/msfc/msfc_uni.html

NOTICE:  The following provision(s) is hereby incorporated 

by reference:

FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1) PROVISIONS

Provision

   No.                             Title

52.212-1      Instructions to Offerors--Commercial Items 

              (Nov 1999) [may be tailored to specific 

              acquisition by including "(Paragraph(s) 

              _____ are reserved)"
10. ADDENDA to FAR 52.212-1

[OTHER provisions MAY BE ADDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FAR 12.302]

Provision

   No.                             Title

A.  FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1) PROVISIONS

52.214-34     Submission of Offers in the English Language 

              (Apr 1991) [DELETE IF SB SET-ASIDE]
52.214-35     Submission of Offers in U.S. Currency (Apr 1991)

              [DELETE IF SB SET-ASIDE]
52.215-5      Facsimile Proposals (Oct 1997) (Telephone Number of 

              receiving facsimile equipment is 256-544-[____].

52.215-20     Requirements for Cost or Pricing Data or 

              Information Other Than Cost or Pricing Data 

              (Oct 1997) -- Alternate IV (Oct 1997) (Insert 

              "[description of info and format that are 

              required]" in paragraph (b))

              [Information other than cost or pricing data 

   [OR]       required.  See 15.403-3(c).]
52.215-20     Requirements for Cost or Pricing Data or 

              Information Other Than Cost or Pricing Data 

              (Oct 1997) -- Alternate II (Oct 1997) -- Alternate 

              III (Oct 1997) (Insert "[electronic media 

              format]" in paragraph (d)) – Alternate IV (Oct 



 1997) (Insert "[description of info and format 



that are required]" in paragraph (b))

[May use 52.215-20, with Alternate IV, for CI.  Provision is primarily fill-in, full text may be appropriate.  Alternate III requires electronic submission of information other than cost or pricing data.  Alternate II requires submission of copies of proposal to the ACO and auditor.  Delete if $500K or less]
52.222-1

Notice to the Government of Labor Disputes (Feb




1997)

52.233-2      Service of Protest (Aug 1996)(Insert in paragraph 

              (a) Contracting Officer address: ["_______________

              ___________________________________________"])

B.  NASA/FAR SUPPLEMENT (48 CFR CHAPTER 18) PROVISIONS

Provision

   No.                             Title

1852.214-71   Grouping for Aggregate Award (Mar 1989) (Insert 

              ["     "] in paragraph (a))

-OR-

1852.214-72
Full Quantities (Dec 1988)
1852.233-70   Protests to NASA (Mar 1997)

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

MODEL CONTRACT STARTS BELOW - CUT FROM HERE DOWN AND FILL IN REQUIRED INFORMATION.  FILL-INS ARE ANNOTATED WITHIN ASTERISKS.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

